
You Asked For It! 
Week 5: How Do We Reconcile 

Creation in the Bible With Evolution? 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

RECAP 
In this fifth sermon tackling some of the most pressing questions Christians ask, Josh dived into the 
debate between creation and evolution and gave a larger framework to help Christians wrestle with 
issues of faith and science. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. The topic tackled this week is a big one: creation vs evolution. What were you taught and how 
were you taught about the topic of human origins? 

2. Take a few minutes and talk each position through to its logical end, to help you understand 
what’s at stake. Assume for a moment that evolution is fact. What does that say about our origins 
and what larger implications does that have for humanity? Now assume creation is true. What 
does that say about our origins and what larger implications does that have for humanity? 

3. Walk through the 5 Ground Rules to Help Fram Creation vs Evolution. Which of these have helped 
as you’ve wrestled with the topic of creation vs evolution? What other rules would you add? 

4. Now walk through five reasons Josh gave for why he chooses to believe in creation. Which ones 
resonate the most with you? What other reasons have been compelling to you over the years? 

5. For those you know that hold to the theory of evolution, what are some positive ways that you 
can begin to speak into those beliefs with the truth of Scripture? 

NEXT STEP 
Read Genesis 1 together. Take turns (either a verse at a time or a day of creation at a time) reading 
through the first chapter of the Bible and marvel at the wonder of God’s creation. 

For more information (training and support) on how to start a small group, contact steve.lizzio@cbcva.org 
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5 GROUND RULES TO HELP FRAME CREATION VS EVOLUTION 

GROUND RULE #1 - The Bible was not written as a ________________________________________. 

GROUND RULE #2 - Everybody has a _______________________. 

GROUND RULE #3 - A _____________ doesn’t necessarily make you the ______________ in the room.  

GROUND RULE #4 - Every generation thinks they’re ________________________.  

GROUND RULE #5 - Every ________________ takes an element of _________________. 

5 REASONS WHY I CHOOSE TO BELIEVE IN CREATION 

1. _______________ believed it 

2. ________________________ 

3. _________________ from ___________________ 

4. ________________________ 

5. I want ________________________ 

Bonus Content 

Sunday (This Handout) - 7 Questions on Genesis 1:1 and Discussion Questions for this message 
Monday (Blog) - 5 Ground Rules When Debating Creation vs Evolution 
Wednesday (Blog) - 5 Reasons Why I Choose to Believe in Creation 

For bonus content and much more, visit: joshdaffern.com
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7 QUESTIONS FOR DEEPER SCRIPTURE UNDERSTANDING 
Genesis 1:1-2 

joshdaffern.com 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and 
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
waters. Genesis 1:1-2 

1. WHAT DID IT MEAN TO THE ORIGINAL READERS?  
If you start with today you’re twenty centuries too late. 

This story of creation was passed down from generation 
to generation over thousands of years and was recorded 
in written form by Moses as he reintroduced the people 
of Israel to the God of the Universe, the God who had 
chosen Israel as His special people. From the very 
beginning, Israel was to recognize that the world was not 
a meaningless ball of mass hurtling through the universe. 
All things were created on purpose for a purpose. When 
first communicated thousands of years ago, the idea of a 
Creator was a given because of the vastness of the 
mystery of the created order. As humanity has progressed 
in science and technology, we have deluded ourselves 
into thinking that the more we understand the less likely 
a divine being created the universe. It would be good to 
reject the pride of advancement and go back to the 
humility of the ancients by recognizing that a supreme 
being created our universe, and we are not Him. 

From a commentary on this passage, “This first verse is a 
general introduction to the inspired volume, declaring 
the great and important truth that all things had a beginning; that nothing throughout the wide 
extent of nature existed from eternity, originated by chance, or from the skill of any inferior agent; 
but that the whole universe was produced by the creative power of God (Ac 17:24; Ro 11:36).” 

Jamieson, R., Fausset, A. R., & Brown, D. (1997). Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the 
Whole Bible (Vol. 1, p. 17). Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc. 

7. HOW CAN MY LIFE GET BETTER BECAUSE OF THESE VERSES? If I trust God and step in faith, 
what kind of life will God create? 

One of the greatest attributes of creation is that it is designed to draw our eyes upward in worship 
towards our Creator God. When we humbly acknowledge that we are not gods, that there is only one 
God and that He created us for a purpose, then we begin to find our proper place in the universe. As 
we continually seek God through His Son Jesus Christ, we will begin to experience the fullness of life 
(John 10:10) that creation was originally designed to provide for us. Every early morning walk, every 
hike through the mountains, every gaze into the night sky is designed to draw us into worship, 
expanding our hearts and allowing us to be caught up into God’s redemptive purpose that is woven 
throughout every aspect of this beautiful creation.

HEBREW WORD OF THE WEEK 

 is the (mə-ra-ḥe-p̄eṯ) מְַרחֶ֖פֶת
Hebrew word for “was hovering” 
in Genesis 1:2. This is the first 
mention of the Spirit of God (or 
the Holy Spirit) and our first 
glimpse into the wondrous 
mystery of the Trinity. It’s the 
same word in Deuteronomy 32:11 
describing a mother eagle 
hovering over her young to stir 
them out of the nest. It’s a 
beautiful picture of active 
intimacy, of closeness and 
communion from the very 
beginning, disputing the notion of 
God as a cold, distant deity who 
does not care for creation.

2. WHAT’S THE CONTEXT? Scripture without context makes no sense. 

The context is the larger creation story of Genesis 1-2 in which Scripture explains not only how 
the universe was created and in what order, but why humankind was placed at the pinnacle of the 
created order and their special relationship with the Creator. God created man and woman in His 
image (Genesis 1:27). We breathe the breath of God (Genesis 2:7) and we were given dominion 
over the created world (Genesis 1:28-30) to steward the work of God. After God created 
humankind, He declared that His creation was very good (Genesis 1:31).

4. WHERE ELSE IN SCRIPTURE DOES IT SAY 
THIS? The best interpreter of Scripture is 
Scripture. 

The God who made the world and everything in 
it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not 
live in temples built by human hands. Acts 17:24 

For from him and through him and for him are 
all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen. 
Romans 11:36 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
with God in the beginning. Through him all 
things were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made. John 1:1-3

6. HOW SHOULD THIS CHANGE THE WAY I LIVE 
IN COMMUNITY? The Bible comes alive in me 
when I live it in community. 

• When you look up at the night sky or marvel 
at the intricacies of how the human body is 
woven together, how does that cause you to 
worship God and His creative brilliance? 
What about creation causes you to  marvel 
and worship God? 

• As you read the creation story in Genesis 
1-2, what does it reveal to you about God’s 
original design and purpose for humanity 
and creation?

5. HOW DOES IT APPLY TODAY? Information 
without application becomes stagnation. 

• The scientific theory of evolution attempts 
to nullify the need for God by denying His 
existence and role in creation. The written 
revelation of God in Scripture is clear: God 
created the known universe. He is the 
source. 

• Since we were created by God Himself, it 
therefore means that we have purpose. God 
created us on purpose for a purpose. Our 
great privilege as humans is to seek out and 
follow God’s purpose. That’s the reason God 
came to earth in the form of a man, Jesus 
Christ, to show us His purpose in the flesh. 

3. WHAT TIMELESS TRUTHS ARE THERE? 
Since the Word doesn’t change it still matters 
today. 

• The created world has a beginning. His 
name is God, which in Hebrew means 
“strong” and “mighty.” 

• From the very beginning the Spirit of God 
has hovered over the formless void and has 
cared about His creation. 

• There is a Supreme Being, an Intelligent 
Designer, a Source and a Force behind 
everything we experience. His name is God. 
It’s His world, we just live in it.
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