
You Asked For It! 
Week 2: How Do I Interact With Those 

That Identify as LGBTQ? 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

RECAP 
In this second sermon tackling hot topics that Christians ask, Josh addressed the controversial topic 
of how to interact with your gay neighbor and how to respond when the world gives you two options 
on this very divisive issue. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Josh started by reminding us that we don’t follow Jesus because he taught things that are 
comfortable or are what everyone wants to hear. What are some teachings of Jesus that you have 
wrestled with over the years? Why do you follow Jesus today? 

2. How have public perceptions and acceptance of homosexual behavior changed over the years? The 
fastest growing population that identifies as LGBTQ is the millennial generation. Why do you 
think that is? 

3. Josh discussed the false dichotomy that the world presents to Christians when it comes to the 
LGBTQ movement: condone or condemn. Why is either option acceptable to the world? How have 
these two options played out in culture today? 

4. Read John 8:1-11. When the Pharisees presented Jesus with two options, Jesus chose option three 
(our BIG Idea for the day). Why is it so difficult to choose option three when it comes to the 
LGBTQ movement? How would option three play out in your life with your gay neighbor? 

5. Josh shared 5 WAYS TO RESPOND (on the Message Notes page). Talk through those five ways. Which 
is the easiest way? Which is the hardest for you? How could our interaction with the LGBTQ 
movement be transformed if we (like Jesus) embodied both grace and truth? 

NEXT STEP 
Who is someone that you know that identifies as LGBTQ? What’s a way you can show them the love 
of Jesus and invited them to community? 

For more information (training and support) on how to start a small group, contact steve.lizzio@cbcva.org 
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BIG Idea: When the world give you ______________________, take ____________________________. 

5 WAYS TO RESPOND 

1. Love your ________________________ more than you love your _________________ on sexual 
morality 

2. Save the ____________________________ and take the _________________ out of your own eye 

3. Share a ______________________________ from the _______________ God has provided for you 

4. Connect your gay neighbor to ___________________________________ 

5. Embody both ______________________ and __________________________ 

 

Bonus Content 

Sunday (This Handout) - 7 Questions on 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 and Discussion Questions for this message 
Monday (Blog) - The False Dichotomy the World Presents Christians Concerning the LGBTQ Movement 
Tuesday (Blog) - How Jesus Responded to Someone Caught in Sexual Sin 
Wednesday (Blog) - 5 Biblically Loving Ways Christians Can Respond to the LGBTQ Movement 

For bonus content and much more, visit: joshdaffern.com
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7 QUESTIONS FOR DEEPER SCRIPTURE UNDERSTANDING 
1 Corinthians 6:9-10 

joshdaffern.com 

Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men 
nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of 
God.                                                                                                              1 Corinthians 6:9-10 

1. WHAT DID IT MEAN TO THE ORIGINAL READERS?  
If you start with today you’re twenty centuries too late. 

Paul is speaking here to Corinthian believers that were 
coming out of an extremely hedonistic and worldly 
culture. He is not giving a list of behavioral requirements 
that must be met before a person becomes a Christian. 
The power to change comes only through Christ, not 
apart from him. What Paul is listing here are types of 
behavior that are inconsistent with a Christ-follower, 
because they dishonor God and others. Truly following 
Christ means to live in a way that seeks to please him in 
all that you do. Perfection is not expected, but the 
pursuit of holiness is prompted by the Holy Spirit is. A list 
of behaviors inconsistent with the Christian life follows: 
any type of sexual immorality (including pornography and 
sex outside of marriage), worshipping idols (including 
money and career), cheating on your spouse, homosexual 
acts, stealing from others (like on your taxes), greedy 
consumerism, drinking to excess, talking destructively 
about others and taking advantage of other people. 

The standard of holiness is high and one we cannot achieve on our own. It is only by the power of 
the Holy Spirit inside of us that we have any realistic hope of growing to be more like Christ. But 
make no mistake, wanton disregard for holy living and a lifelong acceptance and pursuit of behaviors 
outside the standards of Scripture is a telling sign that the redemptive presence of the Holy Spirit is 
not inside of you, the presence that guarantees your inheritance forever in heaven. 

7. HOW CAN MY LIFE GET BETTER BECAUSE OF THESE VERSES? If I trust God and step in faith, 
what kind of life will God create? 

These verses are a sobering reminder of the redemptive work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. When 
we place our trust in Jesus Christ as our Savior, it is not a one-sided arrangement where we get 
heaven for free while still getting to live life exactly the way we want. Our deposit for heaven is the 
presence of the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit inside of us is continually shaping and molding us to 
look more like Jesus. Our life can get better because of these verses when we stop resisting and 
embrace the Holy Spirit’s transformative work in our lives, when we allow the Holy Spirit to have his 
way in us, to root out sin and sinful behavior within us, and to transform our lives into the image of 
Jesus.

GREEK WORD OF THE WEEK 

κληρονοµέω (klēronomeō) is the 
Greek word for “inheritance” in 1 
Corinthians 6:9. It was used 
repeatedly in the Greek 
translation of the Old Testament 
when describing the occupation 
of Canaan by the Israelites. The 
inheritance given to the Israelites 
was the “Promised Land.” In the 
same way, the inheritance 
promised to us as believers is not 
a plot of real estate but eternal 
rewards in heaven forever, the 
greatest being face-to-face with 
our Savior Jesus Christ.

2. WHAT’S THE CONTEXT? Scripture without context makes no sense. 

Immediately following this list of behaviors inconsistent with the Christian life is a powerful 
reminder of redemption, when Paul says, “And that is what some of you were. But you were 
washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the 
Spirit of our God” (1 Corinthians 6:10). This context doubles down on the idea that these 
behaviors are inconsistent with the Christian life because Paul thanks God because that’s what 
characterized their lives before Christ, implying that these behaviors no longer characterized 
them. At the same time these verses give hope that any and all behaviors inconsistent with 
Scripture can be transformed and redeemed, not through willpower and personal effort but by 
the active redemptive presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

4. WHERE ELSE IN SCRIPTURE DOES IT SAY 
THIS? The best interpreter of Scripture is 
Scripture. 

The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual 
immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry 
and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of 
rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and 
envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn 
you, as I did before, that those who live like 
this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
Galatians 5:19-21 

Do not repay evil with evil or insult with 
insult. On the contrary, repay evil with 
blessing, because to this you were called so that 
you may inherit a blessing. 1 Peter 3:9 

6. HOW SHOULD THIS CHANGE THE WAY I LIVE 
IN COMMUNITY? The Bible comes alive in me 
when I live it in community. 

• Paul listed several behaviors inconsistent 
with a life of following Christ. As you’ve 
walked with Jesus over the years, how has 
the Holy Spirit helped you transform your 
behavior to look more like Jesus? 

• Of the sinful behaviors listed in 1 
Corinthians 6:9-10, which ones would you 
say that you still struggle with? Which one is 
the Holy Spirit actively working to remove 
from your life?

5. HOW DOES IT APPLY TODAY? Information 
without application becomes stagnation. 

• This verse is often cited as a justification to 
take a strong stance against homosexual 
behavior, something championed in culture 
today. Paul makes it clear that homosexual 
behavior is inconsistent with the life God 
calls us to when we follow Jesus. 

• While this verse paints a clear picture on 
where the New Testament stands on 
homosexual behavior, it includes it in a list 
of other behaviors many heterosexuals and 
homosexuals alike struggle with. Righteous 
anger should not be targeted on a particular 
sin but against all sinful behaviors.

3. WHAT TIMELESS TRUTHS ARE THERE? 
Since the Word doesn’t change it still matters 
today. 

• Those who actively pursue and celebrate 
sinful behaviors have no inheritance waiting 
for them in the kingdom of God. 

• The list of behaviors given by Paul are not 
an entrance requirement into salvation as if 
they must be completely done away with 
before coming to Christ.   

• The behaviors listed are examples of a life 
inconsistent with following Christ, behaviors 
that the Holy Spirit will actively work to 
root out in our lives as we follow Jesus.
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